
CO2 on the way to School
2007 Web-based Environmental Research Campaign 

for Norwegian Secondary School Students

Purpose: Web-based research campaign designed for       
students to measure their own CO2 contribution/emissions 
on their daily travel route to school.

Goals: The campaign was designed to draw attention 
towards emissions of the most important human infl uenced 
climate gas, carbon dioxide – in connection with students 
transport to and from school. The participants were  guided 
towards increasing their knowledge surrounding the general 
climate problem and to also refl ect upon their own behavior 
and corresponding options for local solutions. Ulnes skule (Nord-Aurdal, Oppland) 

Participating schools throughout 
Norway

METHOD:

1. Each student measures school route individually 2. Enter individual data online, 
answer questions

3. Website displays results, 
sorted by school

Calculated

Compiled

RESULTS and ANALYSIS:
The data results show that the 
average length to school for all 
transportation modes is 4.5km, 
where the average CO2 emission 
per student per year is 95kg. 
walking and biking to school 
represent 68.5% of all of the 
students total travel to school 
(Ø CO2 emissions)!

The questionnair results show 
that a slight majority contem-
plate the fact that emissions 
can pollute the environment, 
most are unaware of Norway’s 
climate policy, and most feel 
that their school route is safe.
The survey also revealed many 
intuitive recommendations for 
local solutions to the climate 
problems confronted during 
the excercise, where the ma-
jority encouraged the increase 
use of non-polluting transpor-
tation modes.

-Total: 2375 students

-Average length to school: 4.5 km
(10690 / 2375)

-Average CO2 emission per student 
during 1 school year (190 days): 95 kg 
(594 X 2 X 190 / 2375)

* Fossil fuel related calculations 
derived from SSB document: 
Direkte energibruk og utslipp til 
luft fra transport i Norge 1994 og 
1998 (Holtskog, 2001).  Electric 
car and train calculations derived 
from ww.klimaloftet.no

PARTNERS: Scientifi c and 
research based 
support.  

Website creation and management. Financing and administrative support.

Further Information:
This poster is based upon the fi nal analysis 
report entitled: CO2 på skoleveien, Elevbasert 
forskningskampanje som del av Forskningsdagene 
2007 (Georg Hansen, Seniorforsker, NILU, 2008) 
and the english summary report entitled: CO2 
on the way the School (Scott Randall, forsker, 
NILU, 2008). Poster created by Scott Randall, 
NILU, July 2008.
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